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An Overview of Women in CASC/ACSS
“HONOURING WOMEN” EVENT AT THE BANFF CONVENTION

Having our national Convention in Banff, Alberta this year brought up memories of the last time a national Convention was held in Banff. That year was 1984. Within the context of our Association’s history, it was at the 1984 Convention that the “Woman’s Caucus” was born …a first among several caucuses that developed over the follow decade. In respect for this historical remembering, the 2010 Convention planners organized an “Honouring Women Event” on Thursday, April 29th. At that event, Cullene Bryant (first woman Teaching Supervisor CPE, 1977), Ann Evans (first woman Teaching Supervisor PCE, 1981), and Lorraine Nicely (former CAPPE/ACPEP President, 1991-1992) were honoured with an Aboriginal Ceremony lead by Sally Goodstriker (Blackfoot woman from the Blood Reserve in Alberta). As well, the following overview of women in the history of our Association was circulated…with hopes that other names will be added by those who know of additional women whose CASC/ACSS involvements invite honouring.
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THE PRESENT
Statistics from the CASC/ACSS Website for 2009-2010 list the following numbers of WOMEN in various Categories of Certification and Education. 
	Out of a Total of… 
	…there are…
	…Women in the category of: 

	CERTIFIED MEMBERS
	Women
	

	195
	121
	Specialist

Pastoral Care

	39
	26
	Specialist
Pastoral Counselling

	63
	18
	Supervisor 

Clinical Pastoral Education

	16
	3
	Supervisor

Pastoral Counselling Education

	EMERITUS MEMBERS
	
	

	51
	27
	Emeritus

	STUDENT MEMBERS
	
	

	308
	189
	Basic CPE

	340
	220
	Advanced CPE

	40
	23
	Provisional Supervisor CPE

	9
	6
	Associate Supervisor CPE

	70
	42
	Basic PCE

	60
	38
	Advanced PCE

	10
	8
	Provisional Supervisor PCE

	2
	2
	Associate Supervisor PCE

	TOTAL MEMBERSHIP
	
	

	751
	445
	CASC/ACSS


NOTE: There are a number of duplications in these numbers due to the progression of people through various 
categories of education and on to certification without being deleted from previous categories. That said – the 
numbers provide a simple profile of women currently in CASC/ACSS. 
THE PAST
CASC/ACSS WOMEN “FIRSTS”

	WHAT
	WHO
	WHEN

	First Woman Board Member
	Bessie Lane
	1969

	First Woman Business Manager
	Verda Rochon
	1978

	First Woman Supervisor, Certified in Clinical Pastoral Education
	Cullene Bryant
	1977

	First Woman Supervisor, Certified in Pastoral Counseling Education
	Ann Evans
	1981

	First Asian Woman Supervisor, Certified in Clinical Pastoral Education
	Theresa Han
	2000

	First Woman Supervisor in British Columbia, Certified in Clinical Pastoral Education 
	Virginia Lane
	1990

	First Woman President
	Elizabeth Kilbourn
	1981

	First Woman Executive Director 
	Jan Kraus
	1994 - 2000

	First Historian was a Woman
	Margaret Cobbold
	2003-2008

	First Women involved in the Foundation [Canadian Foundation for Pastoral Practice and Education (CPFFE/FCPEP)]
	Joann MacLachlan

Kathy Greig
	1996-1999
2003-ongoing

	First Foundation “Fun Run” is named for a Woman (former Albertan; form President)
	Marcia Wiley
	2010


WOMEN ON THE CASC/ACSS EXECUTIVE BOARD
	WHAT
	WHO
	WHEN

	President
	Elizabeth Kilbourn
	1981

	
	Dolores D’Amour
	1987-1988

	
	Lorraine Nicely
	1991-1992

	
	Marcia Wiley
	1995-1996

	
	Phyllis Smyth
	1999-2000

	
	Catherine Cornutt
	2003-2004

	
	Buffy Harper
	2007-2008

	Secretary

	Bessie Lane (shared with Archie MacLachlan)
	1969-1972

	
	Bessie Lane
	1973-1975

	
	Joan Senger
	1976-1977

	
	Linda Piers
	1996-1997

	
	Margaret Cobbold
	1998-2001

	
	Catherine Simpson
	2004

	
	Dawn Dyer
	2008-ongoing

	Chair - Bilingualism
	Therese Mayer
	1994-1995

	
	Cindy Morneault
	1999-2000

	Chair - Professional Practice Commission
	Mary Brubacher
	2006-2007

	Chair – Ethics Committee
	Aldona Ewazko (shared with Philip Joudrey)
	1995-1996

	
	Susan DeGruchy
	1999-2000

	
	Toni Delabbio
	2005-2006

	
	Barbara Meyer
	2009-ongoing


WINNERS OF CASC/ACSS AWARDS AND GRANTS
	WHAT
	WHO
	WHEN

	Verda Rochon Award


	Verda Rochon
	1995

	
	Margaret Cobbold (shared with Louis Caissie)
	2005

	
	Margaret Clark
	2009

	Award of Excellence in Pastoral Practice: Chaplaincy
	Jean Marie Suchora
	2004

	Award of Excellence in Pastoral Practice: Counselling
	Lorraine Nicely
	2006

	Award of Excellence in Pastoral Practice: Research
	Pippa Hall, Susan Brajtman, Linda Weaver (shared with Peter Barnes)
	2009

	Award of Excellence in Pastoral Practice: Education
	Jan Temple-Jones (shared with Dan Cooper)
	2009

	Grant Recipient from CAPPE/ACPEP Foundation
	Iryna Soluk-Figol (Spiritual Care Patient Satisfaction Survey)
	2005


OTHER NOTABLE CONTRIBUTIONS OF WOMEN IN THE CASC/ACSS STORY

Please Add the Names of other CAPPE/ACPEP Women You Know
	WHO
	WHAT 
	WHEN

	Lorraine Nicely (President Elect, President, Past-President)
	Name change from CAPE/ACPE to CAPPE/ACPEP (inclusion of “Practice”)

First Mission Statement and Association Incorporation
Establishment of Executive Director position
Major Ethics Code update
Established First National Ethics Committee

Established official voice for Pastoral Counselors (first a Commission; now a Committee within the PPC)
	1991 - 1995

	Doris Bradley (Office Administration)
	Worked as Business Manager for the Toronto Institute for Pastoral Education (TIPE); Regional Admitting Committee Chairperson (Ontario Central Region); Accreditation Committee (2003/2004)
	1990 - 2004

	Phyllis Smyth (President)
	Reorganization of CAPPE/ACPEP, including the establishment of a Professional Practice Commission and four year (rather than six) cycles for major leadership roles; furthered professionalization within the Association by realigning national and regional structures, paving the way for a more integrated working relationship between education and practice. 
	2000

	Gale Macaulay-Newcombe (Certification Chairperson)
	Major Standards Revision project – shifted focus of certification review process to a scoring approach that aligned standards with competencies. This was a time when professionalization of our Association was taking shape in concrete ways.
	2001/2002


OTHER PLACES TO FIND CASC/ACSS WOMEN…
Please Add the Names of other CASC/ACSS Women You Know

	WHAT 
	WHO
	WHEN

	Find them on the Bookshelf
.
	Marj Pettinger, Straight from the Heart - A Healing Journey: Rewriting The Stories of Our Lives with God's Grace, Heuristic Research and Self-Search Inquiry… and …

A family affair (Jorie's story).
	2010

2002

	
	Darlene Pranke, A Biblically Compassionate Perspective on Suicide
	2009

	
	Colleen Lashmar and Elizabeth Meakes: The Spiritual Care Giver’s Guide (shared with Thomas St. James O’Connor)
	2008

	
	Tracey Trothen: Naming Violence against Women in The United Church of Canada
	2003

	
	Margaret Clark: Nursing Within a Faith Community – Promoting Health in Times of Transition
	2000

	
	Cullene Bryant: In the Dry Woods  

                          Llamas in the Snow
	2005

1993

	
	Debbie Everett: Forget Me Not: The Spiritual Care of People with Alzheimer's Disease 
	1998


Please Add the Names of other CASC/ACSS Women You Know
	WHAT 
	WHO
	WHEN

	Find them on the Web 
	Anne Simmonds: www.annesimmonds.ca  “…towards authenticity awareness and acceptance…” 

	
	Cullene Bryant: www.enlightenmentbylaughter.com
“The clown embraces imperfection and
helps us learn to love ourselves and each other. In the midst of sadness the comic spirit lifts us beyond endurance into delight.”

	
	Lorraine Nicely: www.kukuifr.com  “Kukui Fountainhead Retreat is creating a way of being in Spirit; that is dedicated to the healing of Earth, her people and her creatures.”


If corrections are needed and/or you are aware of other women (e.g. … Firsts …The past … Leadership roles … Diversity groups … Faith and/or Cultural groups … Events … Initiatives … Possibilities) who could be added to this overview, please let us know: Margaret Clark margaret.clark@albertahealthservices.ca and/or Douglas Wilson wilsondr@hotmail.com.
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________________________________________________________________________________________________

CAPPE/ACPEP National Conference – Banff, Alberta, April 2010 – Celebration Honoring CASC/ACSS Women

Page 1 of 5

