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Alberta Supervised Pastoral Education Communiqué 

 Sharp-eyed readers will notice a few wording 
changes when perusing this issue of the communiqué. 
See if you have detected them. Spoiler alert: start with 
the newsletter title. Then ask yourself, “What’s in a 
name?” 

This is a question the Steering Committee asked at 
its February 2015 meeting in light of the growing 
momentum for CPE redevelopment in Alberta. To be 
truly effective every effort needs to be made to identify 
the broadest entity for this initiative. Language of the 
Canadian Association for Spiritual Care (CASC/ACSS) 
is relevant here. It describes the overall educational 
process as “supervised pastoral education” and then 
differentiates two sub-types: Clinical Pastoral Education 
(CPE) and Pastoral Counselling Education (PCE).  

Alberta is a province where both CPE and PCE have 
thrived. In its heyday supervised pastoral education 
was alive and well in Calgary (CPE and PCE), Camrose 
(CPE), Edmonton (CPE and PCE), and Lethbridge 
(CPE), with a total of 12 programs on record, 
supporting the learning of well over 25 spiritual care 
and counselling students each year.   

The name, vision, and organizational structure for 
redevelopment will need to include recognition of the 
heritage upon which we build. Use of only CPE limits 
the full potential of what can take shape. Therefore, the 
Steering Committee voted to reword its name. It is now 
called the Alberta Steering Committee for 
Supervised Pastoral Education. The vision statement 
(see the banner below) is also reworded. Look for this 
wording in all future correspondence and identification. 

Current Issue 
1. What’s in a Name? 

2. Finding Images Along the Way  

3. Working Groups of the Steering 

Committee  

4. Types of SPE offered by CASC/ACSS  

5. Piloting New Courses 

6. Taking a “Rolling Out” Approach 

7. A Special Word of Thanks 

Finding Images Along the Way 

What’s in a Name? 

Educating to create competent, compassionate spiritual care 
and pastoral counselling providers to meet the needs of Albertans.  

“If we’re treading on thin ice then we might as 
well dance.” (Jesse Winchester) 
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Working Groups of the Steering Committee 

Theological Colleges Working Group: This 
group gives guidance about academic direction, 
including curriculum and delivery options for both 
course-based and unit-based SPE programs. In its 
first meeting on March 27th a list of the Colleges’ 
courses relevant to CASC/ACSS Education Standards 
for basic and advanced SPE was reviewed using the 
diagram pictured below. The wealth of not only 
courses but also degree options in both spiritual care 

Throughout 2014 the Alberta Steering Committee for Supervised Pastoral Education met on a monthly basis 
and chose to stay small (6 people) so that clarity of vision and purpose could be the focus of attention. With this 
new year of 2015 the configuration of the Steering Committee is broadening by means of three Working Groups. 

Structure Working Group: This group gives guidance about organizational structure for development of an 
Alberta Consortium for Supervised Pastoral Education, inclusive of governance, funding and administration 
models. The group commenced on January 16th. 

 

Practicum Placement Sites Working Group: 
This group gives guidance about the assessment and 
selection of clinical placement sites for SPE students. 
The first meeting of this group will occur in late April. 
In keeping with the evolving vision for Alberta’s SPE 
revitalization, it is anticipated placement sites will 
develop over time to include prisons, schools, 
hospitals, military settings, inner city agencies, faith 
communities, long-term care facilities, and campus 
ministry locations. 

Each working group will include six to ten 
members and be comprised of representatives from 
the steering committee, theological colleges, existing 
placement sites, and faith group leaders. People with 
specific professional expertise will be consulted on 
an ad hoc basis in keeping with questions and needs 
of each group. 

In its February 20th meeting there was strong 
acclamation for hiring a consultant to design an 
effective partnership model for the Alberta 
Consortium for Supervised Pastoral Education that 
will include an operational plan, a governance 
structure and a transition strategy that would move 
from the current reality toward a mature 
organization to deliver SPE training for spiritual 
care and pastoral counselling providers in Alberta. 
Dr. Ken Bellous of Practicing Collaboration was 
chosen as consultant. As well, co-chairs of the 
Working Group developed a diagram to depict the 
multiple and varied aspects of structural 
components using “get” and “give” perspectives.  

Little by little we’re making progress… 
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Piloting two New Courses…Pending CASC/ACSS Program Approval 
The following two courses have been established at St. Stephen’s College, in order to be piloted in 

September, pending a Program Approval by CASC/ACSS Accreditation Committee 

 

What Types of SPE are offered 
through CASC/ACSS? 

 There are two types of supervised pastoral education 
within the Canadian Association for Spiritual Care 
(CASC/ACSS). They are referred to as Clinical Pastoral 
Education (CPE) and Pastoral Counselling Education 
(PCE).  

CPE teaches the knowledge and skills related to 
spiritual care and focuses on such professions as 
chaplaincy, faith community leadership, spiritual 
direction, and institutional leadership.  

PCE teaches the knowledge and skills related to 
spiritually integrated psychotherapy and focuses on 
therapeutic modalities in counselling individuals, 
couples/partners, and families.  

Currently, CPE programs are being offered in Alberta. 
It is hoped there will be both CPE and PCE program 
offerings as the current SPE redevelopment progresses.  

This practicum is intended for CPE students who have 
completed at least one unit of CPE and are continuing 
their CPE learning by means of Pilot Course-Based 
CPE Standards within the Canadian Association for 
Spiritual Care (CASC/ACSS). Course based 
CPE connects supervised spiritual care practicum 
hours and graduate theoretical courses that are 
intended to provide a spiritual care knowledge base 
for professional practice. Theory courses are usually 
associated with a student's degree or post-degree 
work. They can be taken before and/or in tandem with 
practicum courses and there is separate registration. 
Practicum course hours are figured as follows: A 
minimum 200 hours of direct spiritual care practice, 
50 group supervision hours, 50 professional reporting 
hours (verbatim, critical incident, case study, process 
notes, charting, self-evaluation, program evaluation, 
etc.), and 10 individual supervision hours.  

(Continued on page 4) 

Finding Images Along the Way 

“I'll put a pebble in my shoe…and watch me walk. I 
can walk and walk. I shall call the pebble Dare. We 
will walk, and we will talk together about walking.  
Dare shall be carried…” (Peggy Gordon, By My Side 
from Godspell) 

This course has been designed with consultation and 
input from clinical/ministry experts in spiritual care 
and pastoral counselling. It is offered as an integral 
part of efforts to revitalize Supervised Pastoral 
Education (SPE) in the Province of Alberta by 
establishing a network of Preceptors prepared to 
support the learning of CPE and PCE students placed 
at their clinical/ministry locations. The primary 
purpose of the course is to accompany site-based 
Preceptors through their initial Preceptorship 
experience with Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) 
and/or Pastoral Counselling Education (PCE) students 
placed at their facilities. A second purpose of this 
course is to look at the Preceptor/student relationship 
through a lens of sacred trust, spiritual/theological 
reflection, professional modeling, and competency 
development. Finally, this course is intended to 
promote excellence in Preceptor and CASC/ACSS  

(Continued on page 4) 

Pilot Course-Based CPE Practicum  The Sacred Art of Preceptorship 
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 Alberta Steering Committee for Supervised Pastoral Education 
 

 

Photos downloaded from Internet sites are here credited: http://www.timemanage.com/pm.html, http://deaconlohouse.blogspot.ca, 

(Pilot Course-Based CPE Practicum, continued from page 3) 
Because each student's course-based learning will 
proceed individually, supervised spiritual care 
practicum hours are used as milestones to track the 
student's progress. Completing 200 supervised 
spiritual care practicum hours will be considered the 
equivalency of completing one CPE “unit”. In keeping 
with CASC/ACSS Accreditation Standards, a Certified 
CPE Teaching Supervisor will supervise all aspects of 
students’ CPE learning within this practicum, working 
in collaboration with specially trained site based 
Preceptors. [NOTE: A current Criminal Records check 
and Student Placement Agreement (co-developed 
between the College, placement site, and student) 
will be required.] 

(The Sacred Art of Preceptorship, continued from page 3) 
Teaching Supervisor collaboration, and thus to 
effectively train competent spiritual care 
professionals to work in prisons, schools, hospitals, 
military settings, inner city agencies, faith 
communities, long term care, and campus ministry 
locations. Once the Preceptors have completed the 
course, obtaining 3 academic credits and a 
certificate of course completion in the process, they 
can accommodate Supervised Pastoral Education 
(SPE) students at their sites on an ongoing basis. 
[NOTE: The preceptorship course has been 
academically established at Bachelor, Master’s, and 
Doctoral levels with hopes that participants can gain 
optimal benefit in their professional development.]  

Taking a “Rolling Out” Approach 
In May 2015 the Steering Committee will submit a Program Approval application 
to the Accreditation Committee of CASC/ACSS for the ongoing delivery of 
supervised pastoral education programs in Alberta. The document will depict a 
year-by-year “rolling out” process by which the creation and founding of a 
viable and sustainable consortium for Supervised Pastoral Education (SPE) can 
occur in the province of Alberta. Please keep this initiative in prayerful 
consideration.  Thanks very much… 

“On the road to find out…” (Cat Stevens) 

In the past months the Steering Committee has requested and been granted funds from the Alberta Association for Spiritual 
Care (AASC/AASS) for two significant initiatives. One was sponsorship of the modified DACUM program from which key 
attributes for a Preceptor Role were derived. The second was funding to hire a Consultant to design an effective partnership 
model, governance structure, and transition strategy for the emerging Alberta Consortium for Supervised Pastoral Education.   
We extend our heartfelt thanks to AASC/AASS for believing in these initiatives and investing significantly in our shared future.  

A Special Word of Thanks 

Dr. Margaret Clark 
St. Stephen’s College, Edmonton 

Rev. Dr. Peter Ralph 
Ambrose Seminary, Calgary 

Rev. Dr. Philip Behman 
AHS Teaching Supervisor, Calgary 

Rev. Elaine Nagy 
AHS Teaching Supervisor, Edmonton 

Dr. Lana Hawkins 
 AHS Senior Practice Lead 

Rev. Ralph Magnus 
Covenant Health 

Mrs. Bonnie Tejada, 
Covenant Health (on leave in 2015) 

Structure Working Group 
Co-Chairs: 

Rev. Ralph Magnus & Rev. Elaine Nagy 
Members: 

Rev. Paul Bergen 
Chaplain Kris Knutson 
Rev. Dr. Peter Ralph 

Dr. Jason West 
Ms. Shelley Westermann 

 

Theological Colleges Working Group 
Co-Chairs: 

Rev. Dr. Peter Ralph & Dr. Margaret Clark 
Members: 

Dr. Joyce Bellous 
Sr. Dr. Zoe Bernatsky 

Dr. Ralph Korner 
Rev. Mark Lobitz 

Dr. Don McNaughton 
 

Placement Sites Working Group 
Chair: 

Rev. Dr. Philip Behman &  
Dr. Lana Hawkins 

Members: 
Dr. Margaret Clark 

 

 


