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Ontario Central Northwest Region 

The Annual General Meeting will be held on 

November 4, 2015 at Bridgepoint Health   

starting at 9:30 a.m. 

 

The theme for the Education  portion of our 

day will be Physician Assisted Death.  Your 

Executive Committee is busy procuring guest 

panelists for both the morning and afternoon 

sessions to lead us in a discussion of this very 

important development in Health Care. 

 

Further information will be forthcoming in 

September as plans for the day are finalized. 

 

Please mark your calendars and plan on   

attending! 



The ethics education module will take place on Saturday 

November 7th in Toronto. Please note a new date.         

Location details will be provided in September. For more 

information and to register please contact Klara Siber-

Simic. 

“Until he      

extends the  
circle of his 
compassion to 
all living  
things, man 
will not himself 
find peace.”  
― Albert 
Schweitzer 

 

BY-LAW AMENDMENTS 
The Executive Committee is recommending some 

changes to the By-Laws, to be voted upon at the 

Annual  General Meeting .   

Copies of the proposed changes will be emailed to 

our members prior to the  November meeting. 

NETWORKING    -   Pub Nights 

 
One of the requests from membership has been for more 

opportunities to socialize with others in the spiritual care 

community.  In response to that request your Executive 

has held 3 pub nights in various locations.  These events 

have been well received and more opportunities such as 

this will be offered in the Fall.   

ETHICS MODULE 

From the desk of the Professional Practice Chair: 
Be A Peer! 

This year 15 of our OCN colleagues will complete their peer reviews. In order to do that 

successfully they rely on all of us to offer peer support in their review process. For each 

review we need at least two peers . Please be a peer and say yes when approached. Thank 

you. 

We also encourage those who are due for peer review this year to start NOW and prepare 

the required materials. You can find the details about peer review in the CASC Manual, 

Chapter 3 “ Practice.” The forms are in Section VI. 

If you have any questions please contact Anke.Flohr@sunnybrook.ca and starting in   

August: Peggy.Moore@rogers.com 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/47146.Albert_Schweitzer
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/47146.Albert_Schweitzer
mailto:Anke.Flohr@sunnybrook.ca
mailto:Peggy.Moore@rogers.com
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LIVING HUMAN MEMORIES 
Member Appointments & Education Achievements: 

 

Rabbi Dr. Geoffrey Haber (Director of Spiritual Care Culture, Arts & Innovation Department Baycrest) 

Geoff received a promotion to Lieutenant Commander in the US Navy Chaplain Corps (Reserve). Geoff 

also passed his exams to be awarded Fleet Marine Force warfare device. This accomplishment means that 

he is a subject matter expert on the USMC, which according to Geoff, “is akin to a pilot earning their 

wings.” In April, Geoff received his DD from the Jewish Theological Seminary.  

 

Member Publications: 

 

Thank you to Mary Ann Blaksley (Humber River Hospital) for making her published Doctor of Ministry 

research study entitled, A Sacred Place for Wounded Souls (Regis College, University of Toronto) avail-

able for public access. Her complete study can be found on T-Space using the link: http://

hdl.handle.net/1807/67437. The following is an excerpt from the articles’ abstract: 

 

This research study focuses on my role as a spiritual care specialist on the general psychiatric unit at 

Humber River Hospital. My focus is to create a crisis intervention spiritual care methodology to meet the 

spiritual care needs of adult survivors of childhood abuse. A review of the trauma research revealed six 

potential obstacles that might prevent them from receiving an effective spiritual care intervention. After-

wards, a review of the spiritual and religious coping research affirms the positive impact for adult survi-

vors who are spiritually receptive and able to access their spiritual resources. All patients in this research 

study were previously disconnected from their spirituality or place of worship. 

The research findings in this study are based on two years of research with adult survivors of childhood 

abuse. From the general research data collection 27 out of 30 adult survivors received new spiritual in-

sight, and reconnected with their spirituality or place of worship within one to three spiritual care inter-

ventions. The seven research participants maintained their connection to their spirituality or place of 

worship one year after the initial spiritual care intervention.   

 

Congratulation to Jim Huth and Wes Roberts (Sunnybrook Veterans Centre) for their recent published 

case study “I need to do the right thing for him”- Andrew, a Canadian veteran at the end of his life, and 

his daughter Lee in the book, “Spiritual Care in Practice: Case Studies in Healthcare Chaplaincy”, eds. 

George Fitchett and Steve Nolan, (pp. 201-222) London, UK: Jessica Kingsley Publishers. 

 

Member International Counselling Contributions: 

Bonnie Borchardt (MDiv, RMFT) shares with the membership about a wonderful opportunity in No-

vember to travel to Zambia to present at a 2 day Conference in Itezhi-Tezhi on Stress, Anxiety and De-

pression - Spiritual Health, healing ourselves, healing others.  71 people attended from various back-

grounds, including Social Work, Ministerial, Volunteer Outreach and Members of the Community and 

Churches.  The conference was translated into Nyanja and Tonga. Afterwards Bonnie had a chance to do 

some counselling with the benefit of translators – although, Bonnie reports, that ‘many people spoke Eng-

lish’. The experience for Bonnie fulfilled a life-long dream for her to go to Africa, and it was something 

Bonnie would encourage others’ to enjoy "Counselling without borders", international counselling oppor-

tunities.  If you want to learn more of her trip she would be happy to explain how it was arranged.  

_____________________________________ 

NOTE: 

To forward future Member Updates for the Living Human Memories Section email them directly to OCN 

Executive Member, wes.roberts@sunnybrook.ca. The updates can be information such as: member retire-

ments, member publications, educational and/or professional achievements, or news about the death of a 

member. 

 
 

http://hdl.handle.net/1807/67437
http://hdl.handle.net/1807/67437
mailto:wes.roberts@sunnybrook.ca


EDUCATION  

OPPORTUNITIES 

During the National Conference in April, the CASC Ontario Council, 

Education Standards Committee made two proposals to the National  

Education Standards Commission that were accepted. They are as         

followed: 

· To establish a CASC National SPE Curriculum Working Group to       

facilitate conversations that are occurring across Canada in individual 

pockets about the need for a standardized curriculum based upon CASC 

competencies. 

· The establishment of a Community of Practice for Supervisors to      

support Supervisors in CASC as they recognize the need to work as a  

professional community and not in isolation. It has become a professional 

standard in all Allied Professions (Counselling, Nursing, Social Work etc.) 

to provide evidenced based care and establish best practice. The work   

Supervisors do as educators of pastoral counsellors and spiritual care   

providers is best accomplished as a community. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Danielle 

Slump atDanielle.slump@uhn.ca as the OCN Regional Admitting Chair 

and member of the Ontario Education Standards Committee. 

mailto:Danielle.slump@uhn.ca

